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Connections 
Co-Clerks 
Mary Bachman DeSilva and Jim Grace 
coclerks@portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

Recording Co-Clerks 
Rob Levin & David N. Hingston 
PFM.recordingclerk@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Contributions  
Kathy Beach, 207-741-2940 
katherinegbeach@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Operating Account  
Dick Stratton, 860-539-5040 
rstratton@megalink.net 

Special Funds Fund 
Elizabeth Szatkowski 207-274-3564 
Stefanie Fairchild 207-272-6500 

Co-Clerks, Ministry & Counsel Committee 
Mags Fehr fehrmaggie@comcast.net 
Maggie Fiori nelsonmargaret92@gmail.com  

Clerk, Pastoral Care Committee 
Stefanie Fairchild, 207-272-6500 
stefaniefairchild@yahoo.com  

Childcare Coordinator 
Susan Grannell 
pfm-nursery-coordinator@gmail.com 

Religious Education  
Adult: [to be determined] 
Youth: Bart Czyz btczyz@gmail.com 

Teen Coordinator 
Heather Denkmire 
pfmteens@heatherdenkmire.net 

Use of the Meetinghouse 
Muriel Allen 
murielpfm@gmail.com  

e-group membership 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions 
David N. Hingston dhingston@comcast.net 

Address/directory changes 
directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org  

Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter 

Second Month 2025 
Meeting for Worship: 10:00 am Sundays (childcare available) 
  See Calendar below for additional 
  Meeting times. 
 

1837 Forest Avenue 
Portland, Maine 04103 

portlandfriendsmeeting.org 
207-200-6544 

Just remember the world is not a playground but a 
schoolroom. Life is not a holiday but an education. One 
eternal lesson for us all: to teach us how better we 
should love. 
    ~ Barbara Jordan 

Calendar  
Ongoing Friends School Summer Camp registration 

(see Summer Camp Overview) 

Thursday, Feb. 20, 7:30 pm Panel discussion, Paths to Liberation in 
 Palestine (see Page 22) 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 9:30 am United Society of Friends Women 
 International Gathering (see Page 21) 

Sunday, Feb. 23 at Rise of Peace Testimony Threshing Session 
Meeting 

Monday, Feb. 24, 1:00 pm First Tender Time discussion group 
 (see Page 22) 

Saturday, Mar. 1, 5:30 pm Guided Meditation (see Page 23) 

Sunday, Mar. 2 at Rise of  PFM Meeting for Worship with a Concern for 
Meeting Business 

Tuesday, Mar. 4, 4:00 pm Book study group (see Page 23)  

March 26-29 White Privilege Conference (see WPC) 

 Every Month 

Every Sunday, 10:00 am Meeting for Worship* at the Meetinghouse 
 and separately on Zoom 

Third Sundays, 8:45 am Early Meeting for Worship at the 
 Meetinghouse 

Every Weekday, 10:30 am Meeting for Worship on Zoom* 

First Thursdays & Third Meeting for Healing on Zoom* 
Tuesdays, 7:00 pm 

 *contact Co-Clerks for online Meeting for Worship links 
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Peace Testimony Threshing Session…continued 
Save the date for time together after the Rise of Worship on February 23 where we 
will continue exploring the fruit of the Peace Testimony worship-sharing session 
held in December and the follow up during Meeting for Business in early 
January. (See attached notes.)  

We will consider and share where we each are led by Spirit to action in the world, 
and we will explore models for supporting our whole community in the many 
ways we are called. Please reach out to Heather Denkmire or Peter Woodrow if 
you have any questions or concerns! 

This session will be hybrid (with considered programming for those of us on 
zoom); we will use the link used for the regular Meeting for Worship. 

We expect the session to last about an hour and fifteen minutes, give or take a 
few minutes. 

—Heather & Peter 

 
Library News 
On the way home from our early February library committee meeting, I was listening to the 
podcast Thee Quaker’s episode about the 2011 book Black Fire: African American Quakers on 
Spirituality and Human Rights (published by FGC, available soon as an audiobook). It is one of 
the books on display in the library for our monthly offering on a theme.  

As a nudge into our current lives, this quote by Barrington Dunbar from a 1968 article he wrote 
for Friends Journal–included in Black Fire–seems especially timely: 

“Vital religious experience can provide the power to overcome the 
world. Gandhi and his followers experienced this, as did the early 
Christian church and the early Quakers. Corporate worship deepens 
the commitment of the believers and can help them to stand firm 
against tyranny and oppression when they are laboring to bring 
about needed social reforms. For the early Quakers, such activity was 
the extension of worship beyond the gathered community into a 
world divided by hatred, fear, and exploitation.” 

Thinking about February as Black History Month, alongside 
considering immediate concerns around immigration and continued work within relations to 
native peoples, there is a lot to highlight that stood out in our collection of books. With our need 
as a country to sit with the pain of our history alongside the present tensions that still exist, the 
active energy that is alive and grounded by the deep eternal energy of Spirit continues to work 
within us and will help us sustainably speak truth to power over the months and years to come.  

A few questions to sit with: 

~ How do you balance your practice of Quaker worship in private and public life, inside and 
outside of the meetinghouse? 

~ How are you shifting or building your ties to those in your life that you may disagree with 
in various ways? 

~ What are the ongoing needs of society (close to home and big picture) that you feel 
nudging you for your active energy? Are there things you feel distract you from these 
needs? 

Mia Bella D'Augelli 
musicmiabella.com 

  

  

https://www.musicmiabella.com/
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Volunteering at the State Street Shelter  
Just a reminder that the State Street shelter, a winter emergency shelter for families, can 
use volunteers.  A number of faith communities are partnering with State Street and 
commit to providing volunteers for a week at a time, but there are always gaps, and 
individuals from non-partnering faith communities are welcome.  There are evening 
shifts, 6:00 to 8:30, a time to interact with families and their children.  There are 
overnight shifts, early morning shifts, and daytime shifts on Sundays and holidays when 
Portland Public Library is closed. 

To volunteer, or to learn more about the shifts, go to: 
https://sswfs.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=995590.  

 

Younger Quaker Women Gathering 
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Paths to Liberation in Palestine & Lessons from South Africa 
On February 20th 2025, 7:30pm ET, 
Quakers for Peace in Palestine & Israel 
is hosting a panel discussion on Paths 
to Liberation in Palestine & Lessons 
from South Africa. 

Please join us on Zoom for this event 
by registering via this Link to register 
for panel discussion.  

For more information on the panelists 
and to help us publicize this event, a 
link to the flyer is included here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tender Time Discussion Groups 
There are 4 Tender Time discussion groups meeting once a week for 6 weeks beginning 
February 24 (unless otherwise noted). 

Listed below are the days, times and locations. 

If you signed up to participate. choose the one that works best for you and let Dorothy 
Grannell (stemp41@gmail.com) know your first and second choices. 

~ Choice A: Mondays 1:00 to 2:30 pm in person at the Meetinghouse first floor 
classroom 

~ Choice B: Tuesdays 1:00 to 2:30 pm in person in a home near the meeting 

~ Choice C: Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm Zoom 

~ Choice D: (Starting Thursday. March 6th) Zoom 10:30 am to Noon. 

If you haven’t signed up for the book group yet, there are a few books available and space 
in the small groups. 

 
  

https://friendsunitedmeeting.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=8803c29496&e=0eae4ce32b
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/1wl3J78EQMC_jfz9z6-CGQ?fbclid=IwY2xjawIHDLFleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbvlXnv-2XKWYxUraVQ_Dg4bVIcEAl-xtm9Mb5l32NtCQk4QqofWpcpObA_aem_-sxpc0FlmH9EodozjSeExA#/registration
https://friendsunitedmeeting.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=b444069cc2&e=0eae4ce32b
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Other News and Announcements  
~ Genna Ulrich invites Friends to another opportunity for reflection and learning: 

Dear Friends, 
We had so much fun on Jan 11 that we're hosting another gathering for food, 
worship and reflection together! 
This time the Todds are hosting. Thank you Valerie!  
I'm feeling Life in a theme that focuses on ministry during worship. I am putting 
together a series of brief quotations and excerpts as the reading. Stay tuned. 
The format will be practically the same: 

When and Where 
Saturday, March 1st   
68 Black Sparrow Drive 
Portland, ME 04102 
5:30 pm:  Potluck meal. 
6:30-8 pm:  reflections, discussion, worship. 
It's ok to just come at 6:30. 
With hope and love 
Genna Ulrich 
207 415 0681 
 

~ Valerie Todd offers the following: 
Hi folks, 
The BTS Center is offering an online discussion group for five one-hour sessions on a 
book about climate change, colonialism, and capitalism. Tuesdays at 4pm starting 
on March 4 - want to join me? 
I've read half a dozen books by Amitav Ghosh and not only is he fascinating to read, 
he's able to think more expansively than...well, than most folks, myself included! 
Warmly, 
Valerie 

https://thebtscenter.org/the-nutmegs-curse-a-book-study/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amitav_Ghosh


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next newsletter deadline: 
  Wednesday, March 5, 2025, 11:58 pm 
 
submissions: dhingston@comcast.net 
  Please note “PFM Newsletter” in the subject line.  

Portland Friends Meeting 
1837 Forest Ave 
Portland, ME 04103 
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